
WHO STARTED YOUR CHURCH? 
Date, Founders and Origin of Various Churches 

 

NAME YEAR FOUNDER(S) ORIGIN 
Lutherans 1517 Martin Luther (at least 20 groups) Germany 
Zwinglians 1520’s Ulrich Zwingli Europe 
Anglicans 1534 Henry VIII England 
Calvinists 1535 John Calvin  Switzerland 
Presbyterian 1560 John Knox (at least 10 groups) Scotland 
Congregationalist 1582 Robert Brwon Holland 
Episcopalian 1600’s Samuel Seabury American 

Colonies 
Baptists 1605 John Smith (at least 23 branches) Amsterdam 
Dutch Reformed 1628 Michaelis Jones New York 
Quakers 1647 George Fox England 
Quakers 1739 John & Charles Wesley (at least 

19 groups) 
London, 
England 

Unitarian 1774 Theophilus Lindley London, 
England 

Unitarian 1800’s Philip Otterbein & Martin Boehm Maryland 
Disciples of 
Christ 

1827 Thomas & Alexander Campbell Kentucky 

Plymouth 
Brethren 

1829 J. Nelson Derby (at least 8 
groups) 

---- 
 

Adventist 1830 William Miller (at least 4 
branches) 

Pennsylvania 

Mormon (Church 
of Christ of Latter 
Day Saints) 

1830 Joseph Smith (at least 7 branches) New York 

Seventh Day 
Adventists 

1860 Ellen Gould White United States 

Salvation Army 1865 William Booth London, 
England 

Jehovah’s 
Witnesses 

1874 Charles Taze Russell Pennsylvania 

 

 

NAME YEAR FOUNDER(S) ORIGIN 
Christian 
Scientist 

1879 Mary Baker Eddy Boston 

Volunteers of 
America 

1896 Ballington Booth United States 

Pentecostal 
Assemblies 

1901 Founded by Revivalists (at least 9 
groups) 

--- 

Inglesia Ni Cristo 1914 Felix Manolo Philippines 
Fundamentalists 1915 Milton & Lyman Stewart Niagara, 

Ontario 
Four-Square 
Gospel 

1917 Aimee Semple McPherson Los Angeles, 
CA 

La Luz Del 
Mundo 

1926 Aaron Joaquin Flores Guadalajara, 
Mexico 

The World Wide 
Church of God 

1934 Herbert W. Armstrong Pasadena, CA 

Church of 
Scientology 

1952 L. Ron Hubbard Washington, 
D.C.  

Calvary Chapel 1965 Chuck Smith Costa Mesa, 
CA 

Vineyard 
Christian 
Fellowship 

1974 Ken Guillickson & Keith Green Santa 
Monica, CA 

Victory Outreach 1976 Sonny Arguinzoni Los Angeles, 
CA 

Praise Chapel 1976 Mike & Donna Neville Maywood, 
CA 

Inglesia 
Universal 

1977 Edir M. Bezerra Rio De 
Janiero, 
Brazil 

Orthodox Church 1054 Went into Schism (at least 18 
groups) 

National 
Churches 

Church of Christ 33AD Jesus Christ , the Son of God Jerusalem 
 

 


